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We’ve been waiting months for this information: the installation of the photovoltaic system 
on our school roof commences. 760 solar modules with the combined peak output of 221 
kWp (kW = kilowatt , p = peak) will be set up by the end of March. From then onwards, 
school will produce green energy and feed it into the public electricity grid. We are proud to 
have initiated this idea a long time ago (see newsletter August 2018) and to have made it a 
reality through our constant and consistent conversations and follow up with the relevant 
participants - and within a relatively short time frame at that. The consensus is this: Without 
your engagement this would not have happened as quickly – and it might not have hap-
pened at all! 
 
We start January with a new project: A few months ago, 30 smartboards were installed in 
the classrooms of the Julius-Stursberg-Gymnasium („Julius-Stursberg High School“). These 
can be used with a number of different settings, for example the automatic launch on enter-
ing a room, an automatic switch-off function when inactive for a specified period of time and 
so on. We measure the energy of a number of smart boards with the factory setting. We 
suspect that the potential for energy saving is significant. After consulting with school man-
agement and the teacher responsible for looking after the electronic devices, we will estab-
lish new setting parameters and repeat the measurements during the first week in February. 
As we talk about 30 units, we expect to see a significant kWh saving. 
 
We have our own stand at the school’s Open Day, where future Year 5 students and their 
parents can find out more about school life. As well as displaying information about our Pro-
tect-Our-Planet-Movement and our current projects and successes, we once again raise 
awareness of climate protection topics through games, weight models and tests. As our 
stand is very interactive, it is well visited throughout the day. We are very pleased to have 
been mentioned specifically in the article written about the school’s presentation in the local 
press. But personally I’m even happier that many former students, who are either already 
working as apprentices or have gone on to further education, continue to engage with our 
team and live the POP Movement ideas, and are present at our stand on the day. They are 
however not merely visitors, but are a point of contact and represent our movement to-
gether with our current student members. 
 
Apart from this, we are excitedly looking forward to our field trip to the ‚Klimahaus’ (‚Cli-
mate House’) in Bremerhaven in February. Thanks to the financial support by the City of 
Neukirchen-Vluyn’s civic trust, who also supported us in 2019, as well as the financial sup-
port by the City’s initiative Bildung für nachhaltige Entwicklung (Education for Sustainable 
Development) we can go on this trip in a few weeks’ time (https://buergerstiftung-
neukirchen-vluyn.de).  
 
The association has asked us to provide an overview of our plans for 2020. The board meet-
ing in which sponsorship decisions for groups within the region of Neukirchen-Vluyn are 
made, will take place in March. We hope to be able to benefit from a subsidy next year as 
well. 
 
Many questions and pieces of information reach us this month. For example, the Ministry of 
European and Federal Affairs of Northrhine-Westphalia call to raise awareness about urgent 



 Protect Our Planet Team Germany January 2020 
 

social problems amongst local citizens as part of the Europawoche („Europe Week“), which 
takes place from 2nd to 20th May (https://www.mbei.nrw/de/europawoche). After consulting 
with Stephan Baur, the climate protection manager of the City of Neukirchen-Vluyn, we send 
in our application to be part of Europe Week. Should we be successful, we, together with 
him, will be working on climate protection matters within the region of Neukirchen-Vluyn. 
 
Two queries reach us: The local energy supplier ENNI is planning a school competition with a 
smartbench as the main prize (like the one we won as part of the Climate Challenge Ruhr - 
see newsletter June 2019). In the first instance, they are trying to establish schools’ willing-
ness to participate, which we, of course, are. Written information is said to reach us within 
the next two weeks. 
 
The Ruhrverband (‚Ruhr Association’), a pool of cities within the Ruhr region, is planning a 
2020 climate camp in late summer. There has been no official notification yet, but seeing 
that we participated in the Climate Challenge Ruhr (see newsletters February and March 
2019), we are still in touch with the people in charge, and were therefore able to find out 
about this beforehand. We expect to find out more details in the near future. 
 
We become aware of the Federal Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Nuclear 
Safety’s national competition Energiesparmeister („Master of Energy Savings“) 
(www.energiesparmeister.de) and decide to send in our application by the end of March. 
Ultimately we will be able to submit all the results we have already achieved with regards to 
CO2 reduction within the (school) environment. A judging panel will rate the best projects 
and calculated savings. Prizes range from money to sponsorship and mentoring by business-
es. As we have always documented our progress well, all we need to do is put it in writing 
and hand it in. 
 
A. Forsthövel 
 

 JSG in Neukirchen hat zum Tag der Offenen Tür geladen, Neue Rhein Zeitung, 27/01/19. Online at: 
https://www.nrz.de/staedte/moers-und-umland/jsg-in-neukirchen-vluyn-hat-zum-tag-der-offenen-tuer-geladen-
id228244809.html  

 
 
 
 
 

760 photovoltaic modules arrive at the school.  
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 Lots to try at the POP Movement stand at the Open Day. 


