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Hosting Dr. Pachauri at the Julius-Stursberg-Gymnasium in Neukirchen-Vluyn on 4 octobre 
2017, was the official launch of the Protect Our Planet movement in Germany. The geography 
A-Level Course, that had met him during the Expo Conference ”Future Energy” in Astana (Ka-
zakhstan), prepared the day of his visit. Dr. Pachauri´s speech on ”Climate Change and Imper-
atives of Youth Leadership” to 250 students aged 15-18 once again showed his belief and faith 
in the young adult generation, namely that they are the ones, who have to rescue the world 
climate. The adult generation has failed in the past! The presentation was also acknowledged 
with great interest by the local Climate Protection Manager (a new position in the local gov-
ernments in Germany) and sponsors who contributed to the success of the Kazakhstan trip. 
A delegation of the geography class members, and thereby the first generation involved in the 
POP movement, discussed possibilities concerning first measures that could be carried out at 
school subsequent to the plenary session. In the following weeks, these students as well as 
me, spend a lot of time communicating with members of the school community (students, 
teachers, principal, parents, caretaker, friend´s association of the school …) to further the idea 
of joining a team movement within the school community. 
We are very happy that different publishers have become interested in the fact that young 
people made the effort to join the Expo and turned the experiences they made into a sustain-
able commitment. The most popular professional teaching journal for geography (Praxis Ge-
ography) and the journal Schule NRW, which is a learned journal for teaching as well as the 
official gazette of the Ministry of School and Education in North Rhine-Westphalia, printed 
long reports, concentrating on the view of how to organize and realize such an idea and how 
to motivate young adults. Having been considered in such journals, is an honor. 
The POP movement team, which is made up of 5 students at the moment, shares the opinion, 
that the first step needs to be to build up a status quo: how sustainable is the behavior in the 
school life at this time? We need to get or measure data ourselves, which gives us the amount 
of CO2-emissions, that is produced in daily school life. Until we have detailed figures for several 
sectors, we shouldn´t think about starting actions of improvement (even though there are 
already lots of ideas), because we have the self-imposed demand to prove the success of our 
sustainability improvement aims by means of upcoming initiatives. 
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Dr. Pachauri at the Julius-Stursberg-Gymnasium Neukirchen-Vluyn / Germany. 04.10.2017. 

POP Movement Team Germany together with 
Dr. Pachauri. 


