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The Climate Challenge Ruhr is starting at the beginning of march. We are competing with more 
than 50 teams for the funding amount of €100,000 (www.ruhr2022.de). 
We quickly reached over 100 players, who will earn points for our POP Movement Team by 
posting sustainable actions in their everyday life. Our score was over 2,500 at the end of this 
month. We hope to expand it until 6 April to win the necessary part of the funding to ulti-
mately buy and install the solar bench for our school yard. 
To support the motivation for this participation and to keep playing continuously (the chal-
lenge runs for four week), Mr Grein, owner of greinsmartenergy, visited us, who sells the 
benches and other street furniture with integrated solar modules (www.greinsmarten-
ergy.de). He brought one of them to our school yard for one day to try it out. 
We are also getting support from the city Neukirchen-Vluyn. Two large banners, which we 
requested from the organisers of the Climate Challenge Ruhr, will be put up at the entry 
streets to Neukirchen and Vluyn, in order to get the citizen’s attention in addition to the pub-
lished reports from the local news. The mayor Mr Lenßen visited us together with our head 
teacher Ms Dr Marten-Cleef at the end of March, so one week before the last school week. 
The mayor appeals to the citizens for a final sprint, as we can estimate how big our current 
percentage in the funding amount is, in a press release published on the city’s website and 
social media. It is clear that we need at least another 1,000 points need in a manner of one 
week. We are also allowed to use our school’s digital bulletin board to promote. 
We are especially proud that our POP Movement members, who are currently staying abroad 
in New Zealand and Canada, are playing, too, and were even able to win more players locally. 
Our friends and relatives are naturally earning points as well, so that we have 140 supporters 
in 6 countries on three continents at the end of the month. 
The end of the challenge is marked by a great closing event at the Warsteiner Music Hall in 
Dortmund on 6 April, at which the winners will be announced and a party with live music and 
a DJ will be there, too. We will go there together by bus and return at night after the party, 
hopefully with the confirmation of the funding sum of €3,500. We are thanking the Climate 
Protection Management of Neukirchen-Vluyn (www.klimaschutz-nv.de) and the school’s 
friend’s association (www.jsg-foerderverein.de) for sponsoring the bus costs. 
We are glad that we will finally get the data to the school’s waste volume from the city in the 
course of this month. We will look at it very soon and will then take it into account for our 
school’s carbon footprint as the last missing factor. 
The administration of Neukirchen-Vluyn’s civic trust (https://buergerstiftung-neukirchen-
vluyn.de), which helped us with the financing of the Mexico journey (see monthly newsletter 
January 2018) in the past, is inviting Mr Forsthövel to a board meeting, at which the sponsor-
ing for projects worthy of support in 2019 will be discussed. There, he reports on the current 
project of the POP Movement, as well as plans for the future. We hope to get strong support 
on the part of the civic trust again in 2019. 
The latest status of the installment of a photovoltaic system on the school roof is still, that the 
necessary calculations are with a structural engineer. Unfortunately, we cannot speed up this 
process. 
The growth of the POP Movement Team is overwhelming. As some students are in the exam 
phase of the Abitur, we are even happier that 15 new interested students from the years 8-
10 will be a part of our work. The majority of them attended coincidentally for the first time 
when the mayor and head teacher visited us, by which they directly got an impression how 
serious we take our engagement. 
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- Climate Challenge: The bench is the goal. Rheinische Post, 06.03.19. Online at https://rp-online.de/nrw/staedte/neukirchen- 
vluyn/neukirchen-vluyner-gymnasiasten-machen-mit-bei-der-klima-challenge-ruhr_aid-37278357 

- Help now and collect points for the JSG-solar bench. City Neukirchen-Vluyn, 29.03.19. Online at https://www.neukirchen-
vluyn.de/de/aktuelles/jetzt-noch-mithelfen-und-punkte-fuer-die-jsg-solarbank-sammeln/  

 

Promotion banner at the town’s entry  
point. March 2019.  The wanted solar bench. 

Include d.o.o. / www.greinSMARTenergy.de 
Info at: https://www.greinsmartenergy.de/steora-standard-2  

 
 

 
 

Support with advertising by the head teacher, mayor and 
 Climate Protection Manager. 28.03.19. 


