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At the start of the month, we are busy preparing our presentation for the gat/wat 2019 fair 
(www.gat-wat.de). We package up all the materials we’ll need at the Open Grid Europe stall 
(www.open-grid-europe.com), which then get shipped to the exhibition center in Cologne. 
We spend all of November 26th at the fair, which is considered to be the central innovation 
platform for the German gas and water industry. For three hours, we raise awareness 
amongst trainees and employees of OGE, as well as visitors to the fair, about a more sus-
tainable way to treat the Earth, focusing on the area of mobility. We showcase our results 
next to the hydrogen-powered car, which is displayed in front of the stall. Amongst other 
things, we use the weight models we developed (see newsletter May 2019), the earth-
overshoot-calendar and our „guess-the-nations-footprint-game“, in order to playfully en-
courage actual change. We are pleased about the positive personal feedback we receive on 
the day itself, but also in the following days via emails from the company’s executives. Check 
out our work via our home page www.pop-movement.de, or on the Open Grid Europe’s 
website  under https://www.open-grid-europe.com/cps/rde/oge-
internet/hs.xsl/NewsDetail.htm?newsId=533829E9-385F-426C-A3BB-E907F84667C2. For the 
younger members (Year 9) of the POP movement team, this marked the first major presen-
tation in front of an audience of strangers. Everyone did extremely well. 
 
Lea and Valentina have, together Mr. Herr Forsthövel, been invited to attend the City of 
Neukirchen-Vluyn’s civic trust meeting in November, who have subsidised us financially for a 
number of years (https://buergerstiftung-neukirchen-vluyn.de/projekte/). 2019 was no dif-
ferent, and we will use this year’s sum to visit the Klimahaus Bremerhaven (‚climate house 
Bremerhaven’). Due to this year’s many projects however, we have decided to schedule this 
trip for February 2020. Lea and Valentina talk about our successes in 2019, while Mr. Forst-
hövel takes a look at the Klimahaus Bremerhaven, where you can experience the climate 
change brought about by humans in the so-called World Future Lab in an interactive way 
(https://www.klimahaus-bremerhaven.de/world-future-lab.html). This way, the contributors 
get a better insight into what their money is being used for.  At the joint dinner, we share 
ideas with Jacques Wienicke, who, as part of a team, is organising an open air music festival 
in Neukirchen-Vluyn next year. However, his team’s aspiration for this event is to be climate-
friendly. So far, the plan is to have a POP Movement stall on site, where we will present our 
work, as well as raise concert-goers’ awareness of sustainability issues. To our great surprise, 
one association’s founder pledges a certain amount for our project on the same evening, for 
which we are very grateful. 
 
In November, a three-week-long exhibition about virtual water takes place within the school 
complex. The organiser (the climate protection management of the City of Neukirchen-
Vluyn) allows local groups engaged within the subject matter of sustainability, to have their 
own stand alongside this interactive exhibition in order to showcase their own sustainability-
improving efforts. This means that for those three weeks, the POP Movement has an extra 
space in addition to the school’s display case, for people to notice (https://rp-
online.de/nrw/staedte/neukirchen-vluyn/ausstellung-in-neukirchen-vluyn-zeigt-auch-im-t-
shirt-steckt-viel-wasser_aid-47016365). 
 
Unfortunately, at the end of the month, we receive the news that our application to be part 
of the Economic and Social Committee’s event „Your Europe, Your Say“ has been rejected 
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(see October’s newsletter). UWe won’t be part of this two-day climate conference simula-
tion, however, it is reassuring to know that winning applications were simply drawn out of a 
hat. 
 
A. Forsthövel 
 
 


