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We are pleased to be featured in the local press right at the beginning of the month in an 
article which writes about the significant energy savings we are making by simply readjusting 
the smartboard settings (see newsletter February 2020). Further to that, there is an article 
on the climate protection management page of The City of Neukirchen-Vluyn’s website 
(https://www.klimaschutz-nv.de/aktuelles/detail/news/kleiner-aufwand-riesiger-nutzen/). 
 
Coronavirus: Not only schools are closing in Germany, but public life in general is shutting 
down in March, as previously unprecedented measures are taken to protect the German 
public. This is, of course, the right thing to do, so please accept the list of confirmed cancella-
tions involving the POP-Movement team below as information only, not as a criticism: 

- The opening ceremony of the photovoltaic system on the school roof has been post-
poned indefinitely. 

- We will no longer attend of The City of Neukirchen-Vluyn’s civic trust’s stall 
(https://buergerstiftung-neukirchen-vluyn.de) at the Vluyner Mai (planned for 2nd 
and 3rd of May 2020), due to the cancellation of the event. 

- The same is true for our participation at the climate protection management’s Earth 
Hour event, scheduled for the 22nd of April. 

- Irrespective of when schools will reopen, we will not be allowed to attend events 
outwith school until at least after the summer holidays. 

- This also means that we will not be visiting the company Ornua during the first half of 
the year as planned, during which we wanted to examine their operations from a 
sustainability point of view. 

- It is also doubtful whether the climate-friendly Open Air music festival ‚heartfelt’ can 
take place this August, where we were planning to be at with a POP Movement stall. 

(Further information regarding the above mentioned plans can be found in newsletters Jan-
uary and February 2020). 
 
However, thanks to a quick and creative brainstorming, we are able to realise one project. 
We are happy to won a call by Northrhine-Westphalia’s Ministry for European, Federal and 
International Affairs to be involved in organising ‚Europawoche’ (‚Europe Week’) from 2nd to 
20th May (see newsletters December 2019 and January 2020, as well as  
https://www.mbei.nrw/de/europawoche).  
 
We had originally planned to realise the set brief of increasing local citizens’ awareness of 
pressing social problems (we put down ‚climate protection’ in our application) by taking our 
weight models, which raise awareness of CO2 car emissions, as well as further interactive 
games we developed, which make the subject of climate protection tangible and under-
standable, to the pedestrian area and speak to passers-by directly. However, it quickly be-
comes obvious that, due to the escalating coronavirus-crisis, this will not be possible in the 
forseeable future. We quickly come up with a new plan: Stephan Baur, The City of Neu-
kirchen-Vluyn’s climate protection manager, puts us in touch with Florian Siebert, who 
works as a film producer and has already made many short films 
(https://cargocollective.com/siebertfilm). Our idea: we’ll film our weight models and sus-
tainability games in action and use the professionally produced videos to raise the public’s 
awareness this way. Just a few days later, we get given the go-ahead by the Ministry, and are 
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excited to be able to use the funding this way. This also means that we will have outstanding 
video material, which we’re sure we’ll be able to use many times in the future. 
 
We submit our video clip to the national sustainability film contest „Take 17“, in which we 
introduce the idea of the German POP Movement (see newsletter December 2019 and 
https://take17.de/die-videos/). Our short film will soon be featured on the home page of our 
website www.pop-movement.de. 
 
During the school’s Open Day at the beginning of the year (see newsletter January 2020), we 
chatted to Herr Schmeer, who offered us to advertise our POP Movement as part of the 
‚Landesgartenschau’ (national horticultural show). The ‚Landesgartenschau NRW’ 
(Northrhine-Westphalia’s horticultural show) is a horticultural exhibition, which takes place 
every two to three years. Horticultural ideas are then integrated into city planning, in order 
to make ecological improvements, create green spaces and improve the residents’ quality of 
life. The so-called „LAGA“ in Kamp-Lintfort (a neighbouring city), will, in 2020, be open to the 
public from May until October (https://www.kamp-lintfort2020.de). Herr Schmeer and his 
association „fair-rhein“, which is promoting fair trade, are represented at the LAGA with 
their own exhibition, the so-called „Weltgarten“ („world garden“) (https://fair-
rhein.de/weltgarten/). We discuss over the phone how our POP Movement stall can com-
plement the world garden. Our plan is to utilise our models and games over one weekend in 
order to raise awareness of sustainability issues. We schedule our participation for some 
point during September/October in the hope, that the LAGA will actually be able to take 
place. 
 
We finish off the month of March with two bits of great news. 
First: The City of Neukirchen-Vluyn’s Civic Trust (https://buergerstiftung-neukirchen-
vluyn.de) decides to once again financially support the POP Movement for 2020. This will 
enable us to plan relevant educational trips again this year, as well as to purchase materials, 
which we have had to, in the past, borrow from several different people and places every 
time we set up a promotional stand, so we are very happy. We would like to say a big thank 
you for the renewed trust and support, and will of course be sure to write about how we 
have used the funding. 
Second: We have won a prize at the Allianz Umweltstiftung’s (Allianz Environmental Founda-
tion) environmental award (see also newsletter December 2019). More than 200 schools 
took part, and 20 projects were honoured. In addition to five main prizes, there were 15 
runner-up prizes of EUR 1,000 each to be won; one of which was awarded to ourselves. We 
have two years to spend this on further climate protection activities (although I am sure it 
won’t take us that long J ) (see also https://umweltstiftung.allianz.de/aktuelles/news-
2020/kp20-gewinner.html). We are over the moon about this award, as we stated in our 
application that everything we have done over the last few years, small and big projects 
alike, has been to reach the one big common goal, and thus, our whole concept was taken 
into consideration, not just an individual, temporary, and possibly not even sustainable (in 
the long term) project, as it is the case with many other competitions. The local press wel-
comes this positive news during this difficult time. You can find the article at www.pop-
movement.de; click on section „Presse“ („press“). 
 
Finally, we hand in our application to the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Con-
servation and Nuclear Safety’s nationwide competition „Energiesparmeister“ („Master of 



 Protect Our Planet Team Germany March 2020 
 

Energy Savings“) (see www.energiesparmeister.de and newsletters January and February 
2020). 
We hope that this jury will also be convinced by our work in reducing CO2 emissions within 
our (school) surroundings. 
 
From now on, it’s even easier to follow our progress: 
 

www.pop-movement.de (     ) 
 

@  info@pop-movement.com 
 

  popmovementgermany 
 

  @popmovementger 
   
 
Stay healthy 
A. Forsthövel 
 
 


