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We are able to go to Mexico City! With the community foundation Neukirchen-Vluyn 
(http://www.buergerstiftung-neukirchen-vluyn.de) we were spontaneously able to win a 
sponsor, which provided us with the missing sum to our private funds. We are happy to 
confirm our participation at the first World Sustainable Development Forum and are now 
preparing our presentation. Because our speaking time is only three minutes, we quickly 
noticed how difficult it is to give a wide insight into our first steps and results of the POP 
Movement Team in Germany. Especially important to us is to point out the broad network 
made up of a number of participants, in which we act and thus make progress in our efforts 
to improve sustainability slowly. Because of this we have regular contact to e.g. our 
headmaster, the Climate Protection Management of our hometown, potential sponsors, the 
city administration (as it is a municipal school), the caretakers, companies etc., with which 
we coordinate and ask for support in realizing our ideas. The local newspapers Rheinische 
Post and Neue Rhein Zeitung have already reported our upcoming journey. 
Our team has grown even more to currently ten members. Together we discussed and 
decided, that the five students, which have been members from the beginning, will be 
attending the Forum in Mexico City; they have already met Dr. Pachauri in Kazakhstan and 
during his return visit in Neukirchen-Vluyn. 
Furthermore, we were in the last steps of preparing our school’s open day in January. At the 
end of this month we presented the visitors our efforts to improve a sustainable (school) life 
at our very own POP Movement stand. We left the parents in astonishment by letting them 
guess Germany’s annual energy consumption and its division in fossil, regenerative and 
nuclear energy sources. A lot of times the estimated regenerative percentage was way too 
high. Many children and adolescents were surprised, as we visually showed our data 
regarding the water consumption of our taps in a 1,000l container. We had placed it 
demonstratively in the middle of our dining hall. With models consisting of various numbers 
of globes we let people guess how many planets we would need if every human behaved 
like the average population of a certain country. Here there were shocking moments among 
the players, too. Without naming the topic, we let them guess the meaning of an annual 
calendar, in which continuous year dates were filled in. The solution caused concern by 
many. It was about the so-called Earth Overshoot Day, so the day of the year on which the 
earth’s population has already used up most resources and caused the amount of waste and 
emissions, which the earth is able to compensate for in the same period of time (one year). 
Sadly, this point in time not only moves forward over the course of the years, but also does 
this in increasingly bigger steps. 
A. Forsthövel 
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Sensitisation of visitors at the open day by means of comparative figures, models and games. 27.01.18. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presentation of our results regarding the school’s commuting habits and 
the resulting CO2 emissions at open day. 27.01.18.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
            Visualisation of Earth Overshoot day. 27.01.18. 


