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The lengthy renovations at our school and the structural connection with both of our 
neighbouring schools were followed by a new construction of central restrooms. The POP 
Movement Team noticed, that the push button taps ran for an unnecessary long time and lots 
of water goes to waste by this. The connection to our primary objective (CO2 reduction) may 
not be obvious at first glance but electricity is used in drinking water production and sewage 
disposal. So we measured how much time we need the water to run in order to wash our 
hands. This were 12 seconds averagely. Every one of the 16 sinks in the women’s and men’s 
restrooms were timed in terms of runtime, as well as the amount of water running from the 
tap per push of the button. One tap’s “record of wastefulness” was a runtime of more than 
one minute. Thinking about that the restrooms were available to about 1,500 students on a 
daily basis, one can imagine that an immense waste of water is happening here. For the 
duration of one week the POP Movement Team has documented how frequently the sinks 
were used during lessons and breaks. Considering our reference value for washing hands (12 
seconds), an average unnecessary additional waste of clean drinking water could be 
calculated. The result: Projecting this for one school year 3.2M liters of the cleanest drinking 
water are lost! This is only the amount of clean drinking water, which, after finishing washing 
one’s hands, flows unused into the drain until the water automatically stops. To visualise the 
amount we say in conversations, that this roughly equals the capacity of the neighbouring 
indoor pool. 
We are very happy about the invitation made by Dr. Pachauri to 1. World Sustainable 
Development Forum. The event takes place on 1 and 2 February 2018 in Mexico City, to the 
topic of implementing the Paris Agreement and the sustainability goals of the United Nations. 
Participants of every field, who are necessary for a successful realisation of the Agreement 
and the goals, will be attending. Because of this, next to (former) politicians, scientists, 
entrepreneurs of the private economy, lecturers and NGOs have confirmed their participation. 
We as a youth organization are, by Dr. Pachauri as a presidium member, invited not only as 
guests, but also are scheduled to speak in front of the entire plenum, in order to report the 
POP Movement’s implementation on a school basis. We feel honoured und will quickly try to 
gather money for the flights and accommodation with private supporters and sponsors. 
A. Forsthövel 
 
World Sustainable Development Forum. Implementing the Paris Agreement and the SDGs. 

Online unter: http://www.worldsdf.org.  
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Adjusting the taps for less 
water use. 


