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Our homepage www.pop-movement.com is now up-to-date. Many hours of work were 
invested in order to visualise our already reached goals and show our currently on-going 
projects. Furthermore, you can read about our achievements of each month in the section 
“Monatsübersichten”, where we write what we have done in the previous four weeks. We 
also won a new member, so now our team has 13 active members. Welcome! 
We will participate at the workshop “Mobility” on the evening of 5 December at the town hall. 
After an expert presentation groups will be formed, which will develop ideas for mobility in 
the future regarding the needs of different citizens with the help of case examples. The 
ffrequently repeated motto is: “Think big”. We have received lots of praise, as we are the only 
young adults who decided to partake in this kind of active contribution. The local news 
reported very positively on the engagement of the participating citizens (https://rp-
online.de/nrw/staedte/neukirchen-vluyn/in-neukirchen-vluyn-suchen-einwohner-nach-
ideen-gegen-den-verkehrskollaps_aid-34960429). 
We received information on an interesting sustainability challenge through Stephan Baur, 
Climate Protection Manager of Neukirchen-Vluyn (www.klima-schutz-nv.de). The so-called 
“Klimachallenge Ruhr” (www.ruhr2022.de) was started by the Ruhrverband (a union of every 
city in the Ruhr area). The idea: everyone photographs sustainable actions in their day-to-day 
life and uploads them with a comment to a certain website during a period of four weeks. 
Every post generates points which will be awarded to a previously chosen team and then 
converted to a sum of money. The more points a team has, the bigger the amount of the 
maximum distribution sum of €100,000. We are applying as a competing team, as we consider 
this competition approach the first seriously sustainable one for a long time because to be 
mindful and deal with one’s own actions and ones posted by other people for a month, really 
can lead to a long-term change in behaviour. All too often calls for competitions, which reach 
us, are only directed for the short term and we frequently get the impression, that they only 
act as greenwashing for the sponsors involved. The specification, that the use of the financial 
win and a short finance plan has to be submitted with the application, is also very exemplary 
in our opinion. 
Because our school has meanwhile been under construction for several years and the 
schoolyard is losing appeal more and more, together with Stephan Baur we started to play 
with the idea of a so-called “smartbench”, a bench with built-in solar panels. This piece of 
seating furniture, which can already be found in numerous cities, generates electricity from 
sunlight, which can be used e.g. to load a phone, as light source through installed LEDs or even 
serve as an information source with a programmable LED display. 
We are aware that it will not save a lot of CO2 emissions by minimising electricity use (that is 
why we are driving the installment of PV systems on our school roof) but a modern, 
regenerative technology would be visible for the entire school community every day and the 
sustainability idea would always be present. Apart from this, the bench simply looks amazing. 
We are in contact with Mister Grein of the company Grein SMART Energy in our region, who 
sells such smartbenches (www.greinsmartenergy.de). He is keen on our idea and promises his 
support. 
 
A. Forsthövel 
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POP Movement members at the workshop “Mobility” at the town hall. 02.12.18. 


